Mount Allison student and New Richmond
resident shines at Geosciences Conference

SACKVILLE, NB - Fourth-
year environmental studies
student Lanna Campbell was
one of the top three prize
winners for student presenta-
tions of research at the 32nd
annual meeting of the
Atlantic Geoscience Society
at Acadia University on
February 4 and 5. The New
Richmond, Quebec native
presented her work on old-
growth forests and received
the runner up prize in front
of the largest crowd of dele-
gates ever recorded at the
conference. She also was
part of the largest group of
PhD., Masters and under-
graduate students ever to vie
for the presentation awards.
“My research is the first
of this type in Atlantic
Canada and that is the mes-
sage I delivered to the scien-
tific community at the con-
ference,” Campbell said. She
presented work that has con-
sumed her last two summers.
Campbell travelled to west-
ern Newfoundland in the
summer of 2004 and to the
Cape Breton Highlands in

the summer of 2005 to exam-
ine some of the few remnants
of old growth forest left in
Atlantic Canada. Her aim
was to better understand the
forest’s life cycle by examin-
ing what happens after a tree
dies. She received grants
from the Royal Canadian
Geographic Society each
summer to do her research.
Campbell was part of a
group of students from the
Mount Allison
Dendrochronology Lab
(MAD Lab) who presented
papers. These included biol-
ogy student  Christine
Robichaud of Dieppe, NB;
geography and environmen-
tal studies student Ben
Phillips of Moncton, NB;
and geography student Nigel
Selig of Bridgewater, NS.
Campbell said “Many
people walk through a forest
hardly noticing the wood
they step over that is slowly
rotting on the ground, but I
walk through and see these
stumps as important habitat
for a multitude of plants and
animals. My research in the

Lanna Campbells recently presented her research on old
growth forests in Atlantic Canada at a regional conference
and received the runner-up prize for her talk.
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MAD Lab has tried to put a
time frame on how slowly
these trees are rotting, and in
essence, how long they are
providing a source of nutri-
ents and a habitat for plants
and animals.”

By putting a time frame
on this slow decomposition,
Campbell hopes to help man-
agers rethink their ideas of
old-growth forest manage-
ment. “I feel that if a tree
naturally grows and dies in a
200-year period, and then
takes another 100 years to
decompose, the natural cycle
of the tree should be looked
at as the longer time frame of

300 years, not the shorter
200-year period,” explained
Campbell.

Mount Allison geography
and environmental studies
chair Dr. Peter Ennals com-
mented “Our department has
been watching Lanna pro-
gressively and systematical-
ly build a sophisticated
research project over the past
few years, and we are very
excited that she has finally
received the kind of public
recognition that she whole-
heartedly deserves. We are
all very proud of her accom-
plishment, and the attention
she has brought to the quali-

David James Bechervaise of Mississauga, Ontario knows
where to turn to when he wants to keep in touch
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ty of research that is capable
from our undergraduate stu-
dents here at Mount
Allison.”

The Atlantic Geosciences
Society is made up primarily
of geologists and earth scien-
tists from across Atlantic
Canada. The attendees of the
conference learned about the
latest research from approxi-
mately 120 presentations from
across Atlantic Canada, 40 of
which were delivered by stu-
dents. The overall winner of
the oral presentation was a
PhD. student from the

Dalhousie University’s Earth
Sciences department.
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